368                           THE    SCENE    CHANGES
Fenian times, and asked whether nothing would be done to improve
the Irish intelligence service.
May 9. To-day the Government was attacked in General Maurice's
letters to the papers. Maurice had just lost his position as Chief of
Military Operations. He accused the Government of misinforming
the House of Commons in vital matters on three specified occasions.
The Radicals issued a three-line whip. There was great hope of
forcing the Government to resign, but Lloyd George had a brilliant
success. Asquith spoke imperially. Lloyd George began by saying
that Asquith seemed to assume that the whole press supported the
Government, whereas, in fact, "For three years I have been deluged
with cocoa-shop " (alluding to the Daily News, Star, and Manchester
Guardian, financed by cocoa magnates). But the crushing part of his
speech was when he produced and showed to the House the actual
minute written in Maurice's department, from which he had quoted
almost textually. He also showed that Maurice was present at the
War Cabinet when another statement was decided on, and did not
then or afterwards in his daily interviews with Lloyd George ever
suggest that any statement had been inaccurate. Lloyd George left
the House of Commons and Asquith weaker for this foolish attack.
May 10. I lunched with Carter, Intelligence Officer from Italy. He
said that the entente between the Italian and English forces was now
good. Speaking of General Plumer with great admiration, he said
that the Army believed that he had come to France to supersede
Haig. Plumer had a conference of his principal Staff Officers every
morning at 8.30. This and Church service he never misses. His
Chief of Staff, Harrington, has just been transferred to the War Office.
General French crossed to Ireland.
This morning the Admiralty was thrown into commotion. A young
woman motor-driver had declared that she had seen a German Naval
Officer, whom she knew, walking about in the -uniform of a British
Commander. For two days a detective was sent about with her with-
out result, but to-day he was no sooner withdrawn than she reported
having just seen her German enter the Admiralty. The doors were
then locked and she was sent from room to room to look for her
man. Then they put her in a messenger's box and ordered her to
remain until she saw him again. This is the second case of wilful